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Purpose 

The imperative for physicians to function effectively in complex inter-professional health 
care systems has forced a major reconceptualization of physician training. As a result, the 
value of educational expertise has emerged at institutional, national, and international 
levels.  A large and evolving body of literature demonstrates increasing sophistication in 
the theoretical underpinnings of medical education as a discipline and in the practice of 
being an educator. Those responsible for medical education now must master concepts and 
skills related to competencies and milestones, curriculum design, assessment strategies, 
and program evaluation. Because these structured approaches demand specialized 
knowledge and dedicated time, educational responsibilities at academic health centers and 
national organizations have fallen to a smaller cadre of professionals with a stronger 
commitment to medical education. What was previously considered a supplemental 
activity for all faculty members has rapidly become a professional focus for a select group. 

Medical students interested in attaining further training, expertise and immersion in 
educational theory and practice while in medical school have the opportunity to study at 
Peabody College and complete a joint master’s degree in education (M.Ed.) and M.D. degree 
in 5 years.  The focus of this program is to immerse students in the theory and science of 
how people learn, how to organize conditions best to optimize that learning, and provide 
an opportunity for students to pursue independent work in an area of their choosing.   

Program Overview 

Medical students will participate in the Learning and Design M.Ed. program at Peabody 
College, which affords the flexibility for medical students to focus their master’s program 
on medical education. Medical students will complete the 31 hour M.Ed. program in 1.5 
years in conjunction with the MD degree (Table 1). The program culminates in a capstone 
project or thesis that synthesizes each student’s particular focus and interests in medical 
education. 

Students will complete a dedicated year at the Peabody College of Education in either year 
3 or year 4 of the 5-year program, a flexibility offered due to the immersion schedule at the 
school of medicine.  

***Given ongoing discussions about joint degree programs at Vanderbilt, timing, scheduling 
and requirements may change. *** 

 

 



Table 1. A sample schedule for Vanderbilt University’s combined MD/MEd degree 
between Vanderbilt University School of Medicine (VUSM) and Vanderbilt Peabody 
College of Education and Human Development (PCEHD). 
 

  Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 

Year 
1 

VUSM Pre-Clinical  

Year 
2 

  VUSM Clinical Clerkships 

Year 

3 
  VUSM Immersionsa 

Year 
4 

  PCEHD Core coursework and electivesa  

Year 
5 

VUSM Immersionsa PCEHD Capstone 
 Begin 

Residency 
 

a The Immersion Phase offers students increased flexibility in their post-clerkship 
curriculum and schedule.  This increased flexibility will allow MD/MEd students to 
choose to complete PCEHD coursework during Year 3 or Year 4 (i.e. between clerkships 
and Immersion Phase or in the midst of Immersion Phase, as portrayed here).  

 

M.Ed. Program Requirements 

Medical students are granted 12 credits at Peabody College for coursework completed at 
the School of Medicine, bringing the total number of Peabody Credit hours a student must 
complete to 19.  Likewise, medical students are granted two to three Immersion Phase 
rotation credits for coursework completed at Peabody College, reducing the number of 
immersions students must complete at the school of medicine. Core coursework (Table 2) 
is limited to the Common Core in the Learning and Design program, and comprises 16 of the 
19 credits needed at Peabody College.  

Outside of the Common Core, students are encouraged to choose from any other 
coursework in the Department of Teaching and Learning that a student feels may be 
beneficial to his or her training. Close discussion with the program leadership and advisor 
can help determine the best options for a student. In general, both masters level and 
doctoral level courses in the Department of Teaching and Learning are available to dual 
degree students. 

Students and their advisor should pay special attention to how many credits students are 
formally enrolled in each semester so that tuition does not exceed only the necessary 19 
credits over the course of two years. Students are invited to "Audit" an additional course 
during each semester (for no grade) if interested in a particular course but do not need the 
credit for program completion.  



 

Table 2. First Year of MD/M.Ed. Program. This year is dedicated solely to the M.Ed. 
program at Peabody College. CC=Common Core. 

 

Summer (Mid-July Start) 
 
EDUC 7100 - Learning Out of School (3 credits, CC) 
EDUC 8040 - Diversity and Equity in Education (3 credits, CC) 
 
Fall 
 
EDUC 6030 - Learning and Instruction (3 credits, CC) 
EDUC 6080 - Designing for Contexts (3 credits, CC) 
Elective or Audit (0-6 credits) 
 
Spring 
 
EDUC 7810 - Inquiry Into Contexts (3 credits, CC) 
EDUC 7992 - Capstone Seminar (1 credit, CC) 
Elective or Audit (0-6 credits) 
 

 

During the final year of the program, students will divide their time between the School of 
Medicine during the Fall semester and complete the Capstone Project at Peabody in 
addition to any necessary coursework for program completion (Table 3). Students may also 
"Audit" courses during this semester for no cost if desired.  

 

Table 3. Second year of MD/M.Ed. Program. This year is divided between the MD and M.Ed. 
Degrees. 

 

Fall 
 
Medical School Immersion Coursework 
Residency Application and Interview Process 
 
Spring 
 
Independent Research or study (3 credits) 
Completion of Capstone Project 
Elective or Audit (0-6 credits) 
 

 

***Given ongoing discussions about joint degree programs at Vanderbilt, timing, scheduling 
and requirements may change. *** 



Application and Admission 

Medical students may elect to apply for admission to the joint degree program at any time 
during their first three years in the School of Medicine. Students must apply separately to 
both the Vanderbilt School of Medicine and Peabody College of Education and Human 
Development and be accepted by both programs to pursue the joint MD/M.Ed. degree. 

Admission Requirements that MD Students will need for application to Peabody College 
include: 

1. Statement of Purpose (Personal Statement) 
2. Undergraduate (and Graduate, if applicable) Transcripts 
3. Medical School Transcripts 
4. Three (3) Letters of Recommendation 
5. MCAT/GRE Scores 

The admissions committee at Peabody College will consider the MCAT as a sufficient 
standardized test for admission on a case-by-case basis, and some students may need to 
take the GRE to complete the application. 

Tuition/Cost of the Program 

In many cases, the cost of the MD/MEd Joint Degree program may end up costing only as 

much as the MD program alone. At Peabody, students pay tuition based on the number of 

credit hours taken per semester. For the 2016-2017 academic year tuition at Peabody is 

$1,596 per credit hour. In addition, there are activity and recreation fees, totaling $438.  

Since medical students must pay for only 19 formal credits at Peabody College, the total 

amount of tuition paid may be equal to that of only one semester at the School of Medicine. 

Because time at the School of Medicine during the program is limited to 3.5 of the total 5 

years, students will only pay 3.5 years of tuition to the School of Medicine.  

Medical students are eligible for a number of scholarships at Peabody College, including the 

Dean’s Tuition Scholarship, which recognizes high-achieving students.  These awards, 

granted on a case-by-case basis, may reduce Peabody tuition costs by as much as 33%, 

making the Joint Degree program very affordable when compared to a 4-year MD degree.  

Program Completion 

Students will complete both programs simultaneously with an anticipated graduation after 

the Spring semester of the fifth year.  

Contacts 

Peabody College 
Kristen W. Neal, Ph.D. 
Co-Director, Learning and Design M.Ed. Program 
Kristen.Neal@vanderbilt.edu 
615-322-8100 
 

mailto:Kristen.Neal@vanderbilt.edu


School of Medicine 
Bonnie M. Miller, M.D. 
Senior Associate Dean for Health Sciences Education 
E-mail: bonnie.m.miller@vanderbilt.edu  
Shannon.Smith@vanderbilt.edu (Assistant) 
615-322-7221 
 
Prior Graduates 
William (Billy) Sullivan, M.D., M.Ed. 
Resident, Internal Medicine & Pediatrics, VUMC 
William.sullivan@vanderbilt.edu 
 
Jacob DeVolder 
Resident, Internal Medicine, VUMC 
Jake.DeVolder@vanderbilt.edu  
 

Monica Bhutiani 
MD/MEd Candidate 2017 

Vanderbilt School of Medicine & Peabody College  
Monica.Bhutiani@vanderbilt.edu 
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