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From June 12-17, the Class of 2026 was on campus for the Next Steps Summer Institute! 

Throughout the week, students learned what it means to be a college student. They attended several class
sessions on topics like communication, leadership, dating relationships, setting boundaries, and more. They
learned to navigate campus and participated in several team building activities as a group. Each evening, they
participated in fun activities around campus, such as painting pottery, playing basketball with the Vanderbilt
basketball teams, writing a song with Blair School of Music faculty and students, and participating in a talent
show. Students even had the chance to dive into some topics about college life, such as professional
relationships, career exploration, and organization skills. Overall, it was a great week, and we are so excited to
have the Class of 2026 join us on campus this fall!

Student Spotlight
Cat Bernstein, Office Assistant 

Phillip Porter, class of 2024, is a crew member at Trader Joe’s. He works around the store doing different jobs each hour. He works every Monday,

Wednesday, and Friday. Outside of work, he likes to talk with his grandfather and take walks with his coworkers. He enjoys working at Trader Joe’s

because he likes the environment and the people that he works with.



Alumni Update
Last week, Emily and Liz, the Program Coordinators of Career Development, visited the Country Music Hall of Fame and were able to catch up with

some of our alumni. Hardin Manhein has been working at the Hall of Fame since he graduated in 2015 and now helps train other new employees

as a Guest Relation Specialist. Evan Slayton, class of 2014, also works at the Hall of Fame and helps scan people's tickets before they go into the

elevator. Hardin and Evan both love the work they are doing, and we are excited for continued partnership with the Country Music Hall of Fame.
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