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May 2022 Newsletter

Thank You for Your Support!

 

Thanks to your generosity, Next Steps at Vanderbilt raised a total of $26,812 from 81 donors. Next Steps was also ranked #14

out of  378 programs/organizations.

 

Missed out on VU Giving Day? There is still time to give! 

Click Here to Give

Tennessee Believes Grant 

Lauren Bethune-Dix, Assistant Director and Director of Academics 

The Tennessee Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (DIDD) announced in January 2022, that Next

Steps at Vanderbilt was one of four recipients, out of nine applicants, of the first-ever Tennessee Believes grant. The grant

aims to support and increase the number of higher education programs in Tennessee for students with intellectual and

developmental disabilities.

 

Next Steps was awarded $103,650 for one year and possible funding of $207,300 for two additional years to form a new

interdisciplinary major, Self-Advocates in Leadership (SAIL). SAIL scholars will have the opportunity to deepen their interest

in the areas of public policy, disability, and leadership on a local, state, and national level.

Next Steps at Vanderbilt Class of 2022

 

Graduation will take place Friday, May 13th at 9:00 a.m. For more information please visit the Commencement website

HERE.

 

Wilson Brim

Favorite Memories: going to internships, going to classes, hanging out with friends and going to sporting events with

friends.

Theresa Brogan

Favorite Memories: getting to know some friends that I made 4 years ago, going to sporting events or social events with

friends, and going to internships.

Andre Carter

Favorite Memories: going to internships, sporting events, and organization that I am a part of. My proudest moment was

becoming the lead card designer for Card4 a Cause.

JR Harrison

Favorite Memories: being able to go to all of the sporting events and being included in the student body. Vanderbilt Club

Baseball has embraced me on and off the field, and I have made lifelong friendships.

Ben Mangrum

Favorite Memories: being in Vanderbilt Student Government, going to internships and hanging out with his friends at the

Commons.

Dustin Perdue

Favorite Memories: going to internships, hanging out with friends in Commons, going to sporting events and going to social

events with friends.

Rodrigo Rivas

Favorite Memories: making new friends, my classes, going to sporting events, and working out with Ambassadores.

https://vanderbilt.alumniq.com/giving/to/nextsteps?appeal=ZFX11
https://www.tn.gov/didd.html
https://www.tn.gov/didd/news/2022/1/14/didd-awards-tennessee-believes-grants-to-four-higher-education-institutions-.html
https://peabody.vanderbilt.edu/departments/nextsteps/
https://www.tn.gov/didd/for-consumers/tn-believes.html
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/commencement/


Megan Snoddy

Favorite Memories: going to sporting games with friends, being more independent, and living on my own.

Alumni Update

Steven Greiner, Alumni Coordinator and Recruitment Assistant 

 

Corbin Pierce graduated from Next Steps at Vanderbilt in 2021. He is now the employee at The Dog Spot. Some of Corbin's

tasks include watching dogs, cleaning the store, and cleaning dog bowls. Watching and playing with the dogs is his favorite

part of his job. When Corbin  is not at work, he enjoys playing video games and hanging out with friends and family. 
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