
Mission, Goals and Values  
 
Vanderbilt University is a center for scholarly research, informed and creative teaching, 
and service to the community and society at large. Vanderbilt will uphold the highest 
standards and be a leader in the quest for new knowledge through scholarship, 
dissemination of knowledge through teaching and outreach, creative experimentation of 
ideas and concepts.  
 
In pursuit of these goals, Vanderbilt values most highly intellectual freedom that supports 
open inquiry, equality, compassion, and excellence in all endeavors.  
 
 
Community Creed 

Individuals who join the Vanderbilt University community embark on a lifelong journey 
toward greater intellectual enlightenment and personal growth. Those who aspire to this 
purpose share an obligation to honor the principles that define Vanderbilt. The 
University's enduring tradition of excellence is preserved when the community is united 
by a common set of values: 

SCHOLARSHIP is the pursuit of knowledge in an environment of academic freedom. 
Members of our community engage in a partnership of learning in which the exploration 
of ideas is encouraged and protected. 

HONESTY is a commitment to refrain from lying, cheating, and stealing. Recognizing 
that dishonesty undermines community trust, stifles the spirit of scholarship, and 
threatens a safe environment, we expect ourselves to be truthful in academic endeavors, 
in relationships with others, and in pursuit of personal development. 

CIVILITY is the genuine respect for the rights of others. We value constructive 
disagreement and are mindful of the potential impact of our words and actions. 

ACCOUNTABILITY is taking responsibility for our actions and their consequences. We 
accept the duty to actively participate in the decisions that affect our academic and 
personal lives, and we honor our commitments to ourselves and to others. 

CARING is the concern for the well-being and dignity of others. We are dedicated to 
supporting one another within our community. We make a lifelong commitment to 
channeling service, knowledge, and experience toward the betterment of humanity. 

DISCOVERY is the exploration of the wonders of self in relation to a larger world. We 
embrace the opportunity to take risks, challenge assumptions, and understand disparate 
experiences at Vanderbilt and beyond. 

CELEBRATION is the active appreciation of Vanderbilt University's tradition of 
excellence. We support the endeavors and recognize the achievements of our community 
members. In celebrating the expressions of our differences, we delight in the spirit that 
unites individuals throughout our community. 



We pledge to foster the values set forth in the Vanderbilt Community Creed and confront 
behaviors that threaten the spirit of our community. 


