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Dear Humphrey Supporters and Friends, 

 

As the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship celebrates the 40th anniversary with conferences and

gatherings around the world, we are delighted to also be celebrating the 10th year of the

Humphrey Fellowship at Vanderbilt. With arrival of the new dynamic cohort, we have had the

pleasure to learning with and from over 100 educational leaders from 54 countries. 

 

Once again, this cohort has came with distinctive experiences and perspectives which are

greatly enriching the Vanderbilt community as well as fostering  mutual exchange across the

cohort.  With open discussions, knowledge sharing, and poignant questions, the

conversations have been animated, rich, and substantial and the year has just begun!  

 

In this season of appreciation, we would like to express our gratitude toward those who help

make this Fellowship meaningful for the Fellows and everyone else involved. The Humphrey

Fellowship would not be possible without the program’s extended family and network. On

behalf of the Humphrey team and this year’s cohort, we sincerely thank you for your support. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

The Humphrey Team 

 

Nancy, Cynthia, Jessica, and Hannah 

Fall SnapShot
This fall, the Humphrey Fellows were supported by various experts in the field of education
through seminars and informational presentations. The Fellows received a crash course in
the American education system, learned strategies for research-based policy reform, gained
insight on various factors that affect student-learning outcomes, and learned about
Tennessee's current initiatives to improve quality and access in education. The Fellows have
participated in several site visits including Oasis Center, Hume Fogg Magnet High School,
Lipscomb University, Volunteer State Community College, Hillwood High School, Alignment
Nashville, Nashville Public Library, and Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health. Each seminar,
training, and site visit has served as a reminder of how many dedicated people are working
around Nashville and across the state to improve their communities through education.  

"I think that the biggest challenge for educators is to contribute to
building more just societies, where we are able to live together and
fulfill our lives. For that, the main responsibility is, I believe, on
educating empathic, aware, altruistic, critical, mature and responsible
human beings That cannot be achieved in isolation or thorugh
segregating groups." - Ivana Zacarias (Argentina)

The Spirit of the Volunteer State

The Fellows are eager to maximize positive impact in the
communities they serve back home and here in Nashville.
They have helped bring international perspectives on global
challenges to the Vanderbilt community through engaging in
class discussions with students and faculty. They are also
making an impact in the Nashville area through community
service with Hands on Nashville and through working with our
partner institutions. The Fellows have taken initiative to further
their understanding and strengthen their influence through
attending on-campus speaking events, collaborating with
current Ed.D students, and meeting with Vanderbilt faculty. The
Humphrey Fellowship facilitates an environment that
encourages partnership, collaboration, and working collectively
to bring about positive systemic change together! 

“My new ideas
during the
second half of
September can
be summarized
in partnership,
collaboration,
working in
synergy and
how hard
people and
government
institutions

have to work to build and run a school that meets the needs
of communities. All that I have learned fits into my broader
goals as they give me guidance on how we should proceed
to maximize the positive impact on the communities we
serve.”  - Gerard Ntiranyuhura (Burundi) 

A Culture of Celebration

The Fellows have taken the opportunities to celebrate the
culture, traditions, and beauty that Tennessee has to offer.
Within a week of arrival, they experienced their first county
fair, and have since familiarized themselves with the history of
Nachez Trace, the paths of Percy Warner Park, and the town
of Franklin. We never miss an opportunity to celebrate one
another - birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, achievements,
new ideas, or growth in areas of expertise. The Humphrey
Fellowship provides a community of support that helps
Fellows maximize their skills while learning new ones. 

“Who I am is not about changing my
skills. It’s about learning new ones,
embracing the strengths, and facing the
challenges. I’m not changing who I am
but learning how I use my skills and
when" - Marcela Aguilar (Mexico)

Humphrey Global Leadership Forum 

Congrats to our Fellows for participating in the GLF
Conference this last week! They presented on
Education for Equal Societies in Washing DC.

Alumni Spotlight: El Salvador

This past summer, our current GA and IEPM student Jessica
did her summer practicum with one of our 2017-18 Fellows,
J.C. Novoa at the Tin Marin Children's Museum in San
Salvador, El Salvador. She also got the chance to meet up
with Humphrey alumni Rolando Gulzman (2016-17) and Libni
Guardado (2014-15). Jessica said "The Tin Marin team has
really opened its doors to me, and together we are working to
introduce new evaluation tools into their education work and
explore new partnership opportunities. I also feel so fortunate
to have gotten to connect with Rolando and Libni and hear
their perspectives on life after Humphrey! The Fellowship has
truly created a global community, and the opportunities for
cultural and professional exchange have no borders!" 

You're invited! 

Please join us for W.O.W (World On
Wednesdays) during International
Education Week. Our 2018-2019
Fellow Marcela Aguilar (Mexico) will
provide an overview about migration in

and through Mexico, as well as strategies the country is
implementing in response. She will also specifically discuss
the impact of migration on education and how the system has
been helping with those issues. The event will be held on
November 14th, 2018 at 11:45 am-1:00 pm at Kissam
Center 216 (101 21st Ave. S.).

Please join us for the PATH dialogue series
with our Fellow from Argentina, Ivana
Zacarias, as she talks about her experience
overcoming a eating disorder and how that
experience affected her as an educator. She
will also lead a discussion in understanding
and acquiring tools to deal with chronic

struggles. PATH (Purpose, Authenticity, Transformation, &
Head/Heart) provides a space for students, faculty, staff, and
administrators to share and be inspired by the diverse "paths"
of Peabody alumni and faculty through education, dialogue,
and reflection. This event will take place 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm
on November 28th in the Room 241 at One Magnolia
Circle (110 Magnolia Circle). 

Calling All Readers!
Are you a Humphrey alum with exciting news to share? Are
you a Humphrey supporter with a meaningful memory or
lesson learned from your time with Fellows that you would
like us to know about? We want to hear from you! Drop us a
line at zhu.feng@vanderbilt.edu. We value your input and
your feedback! 

Humphrey Fellows:
By the Numbers

10th

year of the

Humphrey Fellow

program at Peabody

11

Humphrey Fellows

10

Countries

Represented

11

Faculty Connections 

33

Friendship Families

39

Ambassadores

Pop Quiz
Can you guess the

Humphrey Fellow? 

Which Fellow traveled the
furthest from their home
country to Nashville, TN?

Which Fellow comes from
a country with eleven

official languages?

Which Fellow started a
nursing college?

 Which Fellow will present
about migration at WOW?

Which Fellow is about to
have a baby?

Find the answers at the bottom of

this newsletter... 

Humphrey
Reflections

Reflection is deeply
embedded into the
Humphrey program –
“What? So What? Now
What?” is the familiar
refrain which follows
every Humphrey activity
and milestone, as
fellows explore how
lessons learned can be
applied in their home
contexts:

"This professional
knowledge and
experience will help me
have a better
understanding of my
context and the reasons
behind lots of failures.
This is because these
experiences are highly
related to the change I
want put in my context.
Specifically the knowledge
about reform and global
human development I
gain in the classes is
useful."

-Islam Abu Sharbain
(Palestine) 

"With my courses in the
university, I feel that I am
understanding the
education system in the
United States, and how
the organizations work to
improve the equity of the
system too. With the
reflection around my
courses, I can
understand my role in
my job, and how I can be
the best support possible
for the schools in my
context."

-Jenny Urrutia Viveros
(Chile) 

"We should translate
challenges into
opportunities through
collective learning,
welcoming the changed
settings and making it a
joyful participation."

-Asif Khan (Pakistan) 

Pop Quiz Answers:

1) Gerard, from Burundi, spent
the longest time in the air
(29h49min). And Jon, from
South Africa, traveled the
longest direct distance, about
8550 miles.

2) Jon, from South Africa! All the
official languages of his home
country are as follows:
Afrikaans, English, Ndebele,
Northern Sotho, Sotho, SiSwati,
Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa
and Zulu.

3) Farida, from Gilgit, Pakistan.

4) Marcela from Mexico. More
information in the Newsletter

5) Islam from Palestine! His
wife's due date is in December.
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