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Dear Humphrey Supporters and Friends,

As 2020 comes to an end and we prepare to celebrate the holidays and a new year, we are
excited to announce that the Humphrey Fellows will be arriving in just a few weeks, January
10th, after a virtual Fall Fellowship. This year's Fellows will be joining us from Algeria, Belize,
Egypt, Guatemala, Israel, Mauritius, Rwanda, Sudan, and Uganda. 

Over the last fourteen weeks, we have seen just how important it is to create connections and
community. Although miles apart, this dynamic cohort of Fellows have already shown their
commitment to building a global village. They have shared their countries, cultures, and
challenges in a way that builds hope and opportunity!  

The Humphrey Fellows have served as a reminder that you don't have to be face to face, or
even in the same time zone, to show someone you are there to support them. This cohort has
already started to build their global village, and they are so excited to expand it when they arrive
in Nashville in January.  

We would also like to announce that Sarah Crane has joined the Humphrey Team as the
Program Coordinator as of November. She brings a variety of international and domestic
experiences that will enhance the Fellowship.

Thank you for being part of our Humphrey Fellowship community this year, even from a
distance and amidst the challenges of a global pandemic. We look forward to continuing the
journey together in the new year! 

Best wishes this holiday season!

Sincerely,

Nancy, Sarah, Hannah, and Nicole
 

Cross Campus Collaboration: Penn State University

Earlier this fall, Vanderbilt’s Humphrey Fellows met with Penn
State University's Humphrey Fellows to discuss collaborative
leadership and their interdependent challenges as educators. 

Building on the ideals of collaborative leadership, the Fellows
discussed how they could adapt this leadership style into their
workspaces. The CEO of a network of schools, Billal Bouakaz
(Algeria) emphasized the importance of student ownership of the
education process. He said, "If students are taught that they are
responsible for their education, they will grow up to be leaders." 

The Fellows also discussed the big challenges that they are
passionate about, or their Rhino Challenges. James Katumba
(Uganda) shared that one of his Rhino Challenges is
standardized testing, stating, "If you want to test someone with
standardized testing, you are testing writing and reading, but
people have different kinds of intelligence, and standardized
testing is structured to make people fail,” which highlights the
need to bring more partners to the table to discuss what success
in school looks like and the why and how of measuring success. 

The Fellows are excited to continue their conversations with the
Penn State Fellows throughout the year. 

Conversations with FRA Students

During one of the virtual seminar sessions, The Humphrey
Fellows had the opportunity to share and discuss their countries
and cultures with Franklin Road Academy (FRA) students. The
FRA students are currently taking an AP Human Geography
class and researching countries around the globe and this year
they are studying the Humphrey countries! 

The students researched the Fellows' countries and presented
their findings to the Fellows. They then discussed the unique
characteristics of their countries, the education systems, and
what life is like in both the US and the Fellows' countries. 

This opportunity allowed the Fellows to get to know what
schooling looks like at a private school in the United States and
gave the students the opportunity to dive deeper into the country
they were researching to better understand the nuances of a
country while dispelling any misconceptions.

We hope the conversations will continue. As Brenda Huff, FRA’s
AP Human Geography Teacher, stated:

“Our students were excited to share what they had learned
about the Fellows’ countries and to hear firsthand about
international culture and geography. The informal conversations
were every bit as valuable! Our students appreciated this
exchange so much. Thanks for bringing AP Human Geography
to life through this visit.” 

Fellow Reflections

"The Humphrey
experience opened my
mind to the world. Giving
me a chance to learn
about education across
cultures. Having

conversations with professionals from different
professional backgrounds. Though, the virtual side of
the experience is a bit challenging, it made me more
excited to meet the amazing cohort and the
Humphrey Team at Vanderbilt."
-Billal Bouakaz, Algeria

"The Humphrey Seminar helped to
strengthen our cohort cohesion. I no
longer feel that I attend seminars with
10 others who are complete strangers.
Interpersonal connections are starting
to form, and we are bonding every
time we virtually meet. Of course,

these feelings extend to the Humphrey Team as well.
Also, the seminars are getting more engaging and
more fun as we proceed."
-Maria Sulaiman, Sudan

"I believe I got to know the cohort
members through their countries
and cultural presentation. I also
enjoyed reading the book we
were given and discussing it.
Nicole was very nice in our e-mail

exchange, and she showed me how to start building
my e-portfolio and how to use the google drive
options. I must also admit that it was good for me to
practice my English skills a little since I never had an
option to do it before."
-Boaz Tsabar, Israel 

"Joining a book club discussion is
something I have experienced for
the first time and the selected
book is very much interesting
and related to my profession and

it gave me a lot of ideas to implement while I work on
my responsibilities."
-Fazna Yoosuf Fariq, Maldives 

Calling All Readers!

Are you a Humphrey alumni with exciting news to share?
Are you a Humphrey supporter with a meaningful memory
or lesson learned from your time with Fellows that you
would like us to know about? We want to hear from you!
Drop us a line at sarah.k.crane@vanderbilt.edu. We value
your input and your feedback! 
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Pop Quiz
Can you guess the

Humphrey Fellow's

country?

1. Which countries have
to wake up the earliest for

8:00am CST seminar?

2. Blue Denim was invented
in which country?

3. Which country is home
to the inventor credited

for inventing mobile ring
tones and ring back

tones?

4. This country was once
home to the Dodo bird. 

5. Which country is
estimated to have the
largest solar energy

potential in the
Mediterranean?

6. The inventor of an
incinerator that turns

medical waste into ash and
produces steam for

electricity and sterile water
is from which country?

7. This country is home
to the inventor who

created the modern drip
irrigation system.

8. The 365 day calendar
that we use today was

invented in which country?

9. Which country has a
scientist involved in
projects to develop

methods to split water
molecules for hydrogen

collection and to sanitize
water with solar

radiation?

10. Which country has
the highest population of

mountain gorillas standing
at 604?

Find the answers at the bottom of this

newsletter...

Answers

1. Belize and Guatemala  2.

Guatemala 3. Belize  4. Mauritius 5.

Algeria  6. Uganda 7. Israel 8. Egypt 

9. Sudan  10. Rwanda

The Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State with

funding provided by the U.S. Government and administered by the Institute of International Education.
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