
Billal Bouakaz of Algeria
was surprised to see how

much community
engagement happens in
America. He enjoys all of
the brisket he can find in

Nashville. He learned that
evaluation doesn't just

happen at the end and is
excited to implement more
ongoing evaluation when

he returns home. 

Juanita Cadle of Belize
was most shocked to

learn how busy
Americans are and how
packed their schedules
are. She loves going to
live music venues and
enjoying BBQ. She is
excited to bring her

increased independence
home with her. 

Iman Darwish 
of Egypt was shocked to
see how many options
there are in a grocery

store. She loves to enjoy
the self rocking swing at
Centennial Park. She is
excited to bring her new

found electric scooter
riding skills home with

her.

Karen Legrand
Mendez of Guatemala
was surprised by the

optimism of Americans.
She loves to explore the
streets of Nashville and
enjoy the changes in the
weather. She is excited
to go home and "make it
happen", using her new

leadership skills.

Boaz Tsabar of Israel
was shocked by how

kind and helpful
everyone is in Nashville.
He loves to walk around
McCabe Park and enjoy

the scenery. He is
excited to bring home all

of the lessons he has
learned in Brian Kissel's

class.

 Koomaren Vadeevaloo 
of Mauritius was shocked

to see how large the
houses are and how few
people live in them. He

loves Bamboo House for
Chinese food and Hattie
B's for hot chicken. He is
excited to bring home his

new growth mindset. 

Hamiss Bizimana 
of Rwanda was shocked
to see the urbanization

plan and how every
house has access to

roads, water, community
resources, and parks. He
has loved volunteering in
the community. He has
learned so much about

service, community,
feedback, networking

and more.  

James Katumba 
of Uganda was shocked

to see how stuck
Americans are on race.
He loves to walk and
explore Nashville and

enjoy music at the
Dogwood. He wants to
use Brightspace as an
inspiration for his new

digital learning
company. 

Share this email:

Dear Humphrey Supporters and Friends,

While the start of this year wasn't typical, the Fellows settled into Nashville and enjoyed exploring
the city. We have had rave reviews about Hattie B's hot chicken, the shopping scene, and the live
music. It was great to see the Fellows jump in and making Nashville home. 

Over the course of the spring Fellowship, the Fellows attended classes and the Humphrey
seminar on campus. This allowed them to get to know faculty and students as well as broaden
their networks across Nashville and the United States. The Fellows were excited about what they
learned and quickly shared their knowledge with each other and their colleagues in their home
country.

This year's Fellows have also had the opportunity to engage in activities that other cohorts have
not! They took advantage of the monthly Regional Discussion Sessions with all Humphrey
campuses, weekly multi-campus seminars with a subset of Humphrey campuses, and an
ongoing virtual cross-campus collaboration with Penn State, an education-focused Humphrey
campus. The virtual setting of this year has allowed the Fellows to connect with more campuses
and to collaborate with Fellows from their regions. 

The Fellows also participated in incredible Professional Affiliations in Nashville and around the
US.  With remote opportunities, this year's cohort worked with local and national organizations.
Their partnership with these organizations has been beneficial to all – with extensive learning,
cultural exchange, and professional growth.

 
We were able to wrap up the year with a whirlwind of in-person events: a visit to our associate
campus, Vol State Community College; a closing retreat at Evins Mill; a cross-campus
collaboration with Emory University's Humphrey Fellowship Program in Chattanooga; our on-
campus Closing Ceremony; and a beautiful farewell breakfast with Peabody administration. One
of our favorites was the Closing Ceremony on-campus and in-person! It was a joy to celebrate
the year and the Fellows' accomplishments with so many of our supporters, friends, Peabody
leadership, and community. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

The Humphrey Team

Nancy, Sarah, and Gwen 

Get to Know your

2020-2021 Fellows

Maria Sulaiman of Sudan
was surprised by the tipping
culture in the U.S. She loves
to spend time in the Sarratt

Student Center at
Vanderbilt. She wants to
bring home the idea of

tipping and taking care of
workers in the service

industry. 

Professional Affiliation Highlights

Karen Legrand (Guatemala), is
completing her Professional Affiliation with
Thistle Farms. Karen will be helping with
the translation of education materials,
sharing best practices to support the
hispanic population and learning the best
practices to run a non-profit organization. 

James Katumba (Uganda), will be
completing his Professional Affiliations
with Solutions for Online Integrated
Learning (SOIL). He will be
researching the best practices for digital transformation,
researching revenue models for scaling digital learning and
learning methods for the digital transformation of educational
services. 

Juanita Cadle (Belize) will be
completing her Professional Affiliation
with Metropolitan Nashville Public
Schools. She will be learning the best
practices of speical education, researching effective
intervention programs and supporting the planning of the
teacher training process.  

Maria Sulaiman (Sudan) will be completing
her Professional Affiliation with Tennessee
State University's Intensive English Center.
She will be co-teaching the Summer English
course and helping to review and strengthen
curriculum for future courses.  

Koomaren Vadeevaloo (Mautirius) will be
completing his Professional Affiliation with the
Turner Family Center for Social Ventures at
Vanderbilt University. He will be engaged in
business model planning for youth social
entrepreneurship and researching the best practices of youth
social entrepreneurship models and impact evaluation.

Boaz Tsabar (Israel) will be
completing his Professional
Affiliation with the Peabody School of
Education. He will work closely with
Xiu Cravens, Associate Dean for
International Students and Affairs, to
learn and expand educational opportunities for teachers at his
institution as well as learn administrative tools for leading
colleges and universities.

Hamiss Bizimana (Rwanda) will be
completing his Professional Affiliation with
the Tennessee Higher Education
Commission (THEC). Through this
professional affiliation, Hamiss will work
closely with many educational leaders at the
State as well as colleges and universities to build his network
and understanding of higher education policy in the United
States with a focus on funding mechanisms and workforce
development.

Iman Darwish (Egypt) will be completing her
Professional Affiliation with Peace Dragon. Through
this professional affiliation, she will work on drafting
a children’s book that spreads and inspires peace
in connection with her impact plan, which focuses
on ending corporal punishment.  

A Service Mindset

This year the Fellows have been excited to engage in service
around Nashville. They have spent many hours engaged in
service individually and as a cohort. Below is a list of the
organizations they have volunteered through and the projects
they have helped with. 

Adventure Science Center - Touch a Truck
Thrift Smart - sorting donations
Hands On Nashville - Flood Clean up
Lipscomb University - Educational Talks
LP Pencil - Sorting and stocking school supplies
One2World - Cultural Exchange
MNPS - Tutoring
Second Harvest - food donation sorting
Habitat for Humanity House Build

What's Coming Next

The Fellowship officially ended for the Fellows on June 11th,
2021. Before they left, they worked to complete their Professional
Affiliations, attended workshops and conferences, and explored
more of Nashville. We also had an in-person end-of-year
celebration for the Fellows in June! Now, the Humphrey journey
continues in each of their countries.

Thank You for Your Commitment!

The Humphrey community of supporters is what makes Nashville
a ‘home away from home’ for our Fellows. Thank you for opening
your Zoom screens, your homes and offices, sharing of your time,
and opening your hearts to our Humphrey Fellows!

2021-2022 Humphrey Fellows

We are looking forward to welcoming our new cohort to Nashville in August! Our 2021-

2022 Fellows will be joining us from Albania, Bangladesh, Barbados, Burundi,

Cambodia, Central African Republic, Estonia, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, Pakistan,

Philippines, Turkey, and Ukraine.

Have questions about the Humphrey Fellowship Program? E-mail
Sarah at sarah.k.crane@vanderbilt.edu.
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