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Dear Humphrey Supporters and Friends, 
 
This year has been a year of exploration and discovery for the Fellows at Vanderbilt. Each
Fellow has researched tirelessly about the institutional and systemic problems faced in the
education sector back home. They have also pursued an inward quest of their aspirations and
new possibilities. Questioning the present and the possibilities has led the 2018-19 cohort of
Fellows to innovative thought and discussion. 
 
Through Humphrey Seminars, courses, professional affiliations, and many meaningful
interactions, the Fellows have gained a  toolkit of ideas, resources, and research-based
approaches in the field of education, as well as an expanded professional network of local and
international contacts. Each Fellow will be returning home from their Humphrey year equipped
to tackle former challenges and embark on new professional adventures.  
 
In this spring season, we not only see flowers bloom, but we also see the full bloom of all the
seeds of kindness and knowledge that you have shared with the Fellows throughout this year.
This experience in the U.S. is so much more special for each Fellow because of you. Thank
you for your continued engagement and support all year long!  

Sincerely, 

The Humphrey Team

Nancy, Cynthia, Jessica, and Hannah 

Professional Affiliations

This year, most Humphrey Fellows embarked on professional affiliations (PA), or high-level
internships, with organizations in Nashville aligned with their professional interests. Two
Fellows are conducting their PA outside of Nashville. Many of these professional affiliation
opportunities grew out of site visits and networking meetings, and include a wide range of
schools, universities, and education organizations around the city and country. 

“In this office, I have felt greatly received by the people that work here. I am
in the office of Translation and Interpretation Services (OTIS) where they
offer service to the students and their families to include them in MNPS
schools. It is an office where diversity is truly visible.

Moreover, I have learned the importance of the work that the office of
Equity and Diversity does to promote inclusion in the educational system.

One memorable learning opportunity with this office was the Equity and Diversity Summit
2019 that I attended in February.” - Jenny Urrutia Viveros (Chile)

“I think that simulation labs and case-based learning provide opportunities
to student nurses to learn nursing skills without fear of harming their
patients. Learning to develop case-based scenarios in simulation labs is
one of the best parts of my professional affiliation at Vanderbilt University's
School of Nursing.” - Farida Khan (Pakistan)

“My professional objectives during the Humphrey Fellowship center around
designing a social and emotional learning program that provides teachers in
Gaza with social and emotional learning skills necessary for working with
traumatized students. During my affiliation, I am learning how these skills
are provided to teachers, how the program is integrated into the everyday
practices of teaching, how SEL cirriculum is designed, and how the effort is
evaluated. I enjoy observering classes and seeing how SEL is provided to

students during the teaching process.” -Islam Abu Sharbain (Palestine) 

The Impact Plans

Over the course of the Fellowship, each Fellow designs a
detailed Impact Plan, a research-based strategy for
implementing change upon returning home. Impact Plans reflect
the diversity of the Fellows’ professional experiences and goals,
ranging from plans to improve teacher training policies and
practices in Pakistan, proposals to increase student
competencies among nursing school graduates in Pakistan,
strategies to strengthening SEL programs in schools in Palestine,
to procedures to improve quality assurance and rsearch
practices in female-led universities in Saudi Arabia, among
others.  

"What I have learned will benefit me when I
go back home because all the new skills can
be applied to my work back home and
maximize the positive impact on my
community." -Gerard Ntiranyuhura (Burundi)

“Humphrey fellowship program enables us to
use our challenges as our opportunities, to
celebrate diverse perspectives and give us
space to collect as much as we can!"

-Asif Khan (Pakistan) 

Experience All Over

Our Fellows have created memorable experiences all over the
US, including hiking in the Smoky Mountains, and sightseeing to
Florida, California, D.C., Atlanta, New York City, and more! The
Fellows have thoroughly enjoyed participatig in various
conferences, training sessions, and IIE-supported Enhancement
Workshops. One thing we consistently hear from our Fellows
upon their return to Nashville after these trips: “It’s so good to be
home!”

“I’m grateful to have glimpsed the rare
significance of Smoky Mountain National
Park and its biodiversity!”

-Jon Hodgson (South Africa)

"I will think of this journey as a torch lighting my
pathway for other learning journeys in the
future. The discovery of the other shiny parts of
myself will complement the full bright vision of
who I am and what I want to be." 

-Aljawharah Alfuhayd (Saudi Arabia)

Leaving our Marks

This spring offered many opportunities for Humphrey Fellows
to serve and share their knowledges and cultures with each
other as well as the community of Nashville at large. Some of
the highlights include a group volunteer experience at Feed
the Children on MLK weekend, Global Education Week at
Eakin Elementary School, Global Voices Literacy Conference
at Lipscomb University, Hands on Nashville Day Service at
Napier Elementary, and water station service for Nashville
Rock 'n' Roll Marathon! 

“I have learned that simple problems can
grow bigger when we try to handle them
alone. Together, we are stronger and grow
faster.There is much more that connects us
than what divides us and we can handle all
challenges better when we have friends to
rely on." -Julius Rozenfeld (Slovakia) 

A Home Away From Home 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of our amazing
supporters who have done so much this year to make
Nashville feel like home and make the fellowship an
immersive learning experience for everyone! The Fellows
often express how Nashville has become their "home away
from home". Thank you for your dedication!

Stay in touch!
Do you know that we have an interactive map with contact
information of all of our alumni? Check out the map if you are
looking for internship/research/project or any other
collaboration opportunities across the globe!

If you have any updates to share, please email Cynthia Feng
at zhu.feng@vanderbilt.edu. We look forward to your stories!
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