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Dear Humphrey Supporters and Friends,

The stars were truly aligned for this year’s Humphrey cohort – their summer orientation

session coincided with this year’s history eclipse! It was an exciting day for all of Nashville,

and all of our Fellows agree that it was a fitting start to an unforgettable journey at Peabody. 

Then we blinked…and it’s November! We have so enjoyed working with and learning from this

year’s group of talented education leaders. Each Fellow arrived with his or her own distinct

personal and professional goals, but a shared passion for education quickly brought the group

together. This spirit of comradery within the cohort has not only helped to ease the Fellows’

transition to Nashville, but has helped foster a daily habit of mutual exchange and

collaboration.  

The Humphrey Fellowship would not be possible without the program’s extended family on

campus and in the community. Our nine years of experience curating the Humphrey program

has taught us that the relationships Fellows develop during their time in Nashville are just as

meaningful and as long-lasting as the professional development opportunities and technical

resources Fellows gain while on campus. On behalf of the Humphrey team and this year’s

cohort, we sincerely thank you for your support.

We look forward to continuing the journey together in the new year! 

Sincerely, 

The Humphrey Team

Nancy, Cynthia, Autumn, and Jessica 

Nashville: A Global Village
This fall, Humphrey Fellows received a crash course in the American education system from
Vanderbilt professors, visited with a wide range of community organizations and educational
institutions, and explored strengths-based leadership with local trainers. Each seminar,
training, and site visit has served as a reminder of how many dedicated people are working
around Nashville and across the state to improve their communities through education. 

 "It takes a village to raise a child, which simply means it takes a

village to make changes, to educate the country, to educate and

impact a nation. Therefore, it was great to learn that the entire

Nashville entire community is working together to improve literacy

and prepare each child for the workforce.”

- Stephen (Belize) 

A World of Opportunities
Through classes, campus events, and ongoing engagement with
students and faculty, the fellows have helped bring international
perspectives and global challenges home to the Vanderbilt
community. Outside of the formal Humphrey seminar program,
Fellows have taken initiative to seek out on and off campus
opportunities to share their experiences, deepen their knowledge
of a given topic, and explore new interests. Fellows have
participated in the Hult Competition for Social Entrepreneurship,
shared their culture and challenges with various students and
professionals, attended on-campus speaking events, social
opportunities, networking activities, and sporting events. 

“Overall the experiences accumulated

this year so far are contributing

significantly to my growth as a human

being, but most importantly as an agent

who can make some change in my

country through the examples and

experiences I am acquiring here.”

- Gabriel (Cape Verde) 

The Backyard Traveler

The Fellows have immersed themselves in the culture,
traditions, and natural beauty that middle Tennessee has to
offer, be it with Cracker Jacks at a Nashville Sounds baseball
game, canoeing on the Caney Fork river, a trek at the Natchez
Trace, or a trip to Stones Creek Civil War Battlefield. Some of
our best cultural learning moments have been spontaneous
ones – be it meeting with bikers out cruising, crashing a pep
rally, or launching an impromptu international dance party,
mutual exchange is a hallmark of the Humphrey Fellowship
experience! 

“This is an important experience

because beyond mutual exchange, it

promotes pride in your identity,

tolerance and widens ones world. This

is particularly important to my context

because, in my country, universities

are places for ethnic clashes, racism as well as

intolerance to traditional, cultural as well as political

views. So, helping students showcase their culture and

tradition to other students can change the picture

positively.”

- Bereket (Ethiopia)

Welcome to the 'Volunteer State'

We quickly discovered that this year’s cohort shares a passion
for service, and the Fellows have been engaging in community
volunteer activities since their first week in country. Over the
course of the fall semester, Fellows have supported local
families at Parent University, planted trees and painted
classrooms at Johnson Learning Center, packed over 3,900
meals for Second Harvest Food Bank, and supported student-
led volunteer activities at the University of School of Nashville.
Some of them have also seeked out individual service
opportunities with various local schools and organizations.

Alumni Spotlight: Julieta Sandoya

This past summer, Peabody graduate student Taylor
Matherly (M.Ed. in International Education Policy and
Management / MPH ’19) connected with Humphrey alumna
Julieta Sandoya (Ecuador, 2011-2012) to complete an
internship in Ecuador on early childhood
development. "Julieta was an incredible ambassador,” says
Taylor. “She immediately welcomed me as family, literally--
during my time in Ibarra I lived with her sister and family!"
She describes running into one of Julieta's former students
on the street of a local village, who invited them to attend a
traditional celebration. "This experience, among many others,
demonstrated just how much of an impact Julieta has had on
her students and how she remains a part of their lives long
after they graduate."

A Tradition of Appreciation 

Hundreds of Vanderbilt students, faculty and staff, and
community supporters make up the Humphrey extended
family, and their support has been invaluable to easing the
Fellows’ transition to a new life in Nashville. In this holiday
season, we wish you all the best and a wonderful year ahead!

Calling All Readers!
Are you a Humphrey alumni with exciting news to share?
Are you a Humphrey supporter with a meaningful memory
or lesson learned from your time with Fellows that you
would like us to know about? We want to hear from you!
Drop us a line at zhu.feng@vanderbilt.edu. We value your
input and your feedback! 

Humphrey Fellows:
By the Numbers

9th

year of the

Humphrey Fellow

program at Peabody

11

Humphrey Fellows

11

Countries

Represented

11

Faculty Connections 

27

Friendship Families

33

Ambassadores

87

hours of community

service to date

Pop Quiz
Can you guess the

Humphrey Fellow? 

Who traveled the furthest
from their home country to

Nashville, TN?

Which Fellow is a trained
Air Force Mechanic?

Which Fellow is a medical
doctor?

How many Fellows speak
three or more languages?

Which Fellow used to be a
clown/puppeteer at
children's parties?

Find the answers at the bottom of

this newsletter... 

Humphrey
Reflections

Reflection is deeply
embedded into the
Humphrey program –
“What? So What? Now
What?” is the familiar
refrain which follows
every Humphrey activity
and milestone, as
fellows explore how
lessons learned can be
applied in their home
contexts:

"As educators we need to
encourage the sense of
entrepreneurship and
innovation in our
students. This is exactly
what we need in Chad -
empowering students to
be thinkers and problem
solvers so that they can
cope with the problems
and challenges of living,
studying, working in low
socio-economic
environments."

 - Mahamout (Chad)

" It really broadened my
view to look at the
gender equity issue from
a very different
perspective. There are
certain things that are
built in our culture but we
are not aware that it
feeds into
discrimination. When we
talk about gender
inequality it is a typical
mindset of people,
and education is a very
powerful tool that can
help change this
mindset."

- Manabendra (India) 

"Learning about Fellows'
countries was useful in
realizing some of the
common challenges we
face and learning from
each other throughout
the year can be a start in
sharing ideas to
overcome them."

- Armel (Burkina Faso)

Pop Quiz Answers: According
to our calculations, our Fellow
from Myanmar, Mon Mon,
traveled the greatest distance to
Nashville - a whopping 8,415
miles (13,542 kilometers! Armel,
from Burkina Faso, is a trained
Air Force mechanic. Mon Mon is
our medical doctor!
Seven Humphrey Fellows speak
3 or more languages. Gabriel,
from Cape Verde, used to be a
clown/puppeteer!  
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