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Dear Humphrey Supporters and Friends,

As the old saying goes, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.” This is
truly the spirit of the Humphrey Fellowship journey. As the spring semester comes to a close, each
member of the cohort prepares to follow his own trajectory back home. Whatever direction they
take, each Fellow will be returning from their Humphrey year with a new toolkit of ideas, tools, and
research-based approaches in the field of education, as well as an expanded professional network
of international contacts.  
 
This newsletter is truly bittersweet to write, as we reflect on the shared journey of the past year and
prepare to part ways. In the words of Humphrey Fellow Gabriel of Cape Verde, “The happiness of
accomplishing a mission here at Peabody college and the sadness of saying goodbye to people
who treated and supported us well is something unforgettable. In Cape Verde, there is a word for
this feeling - "Morabeza". It expresses the openness of its people to be eager to help and support
others without expecting something back.” Thank you, Humphrey family, for showing your morabeza
time and time again! 

Sincerely, 

The Humphrey Team

Nancy, Cynthia, Autumn, and Jessica 

Professional Affiliations

This spring each Humphrey Fellow embarked on a professional affiliation, or high-level internship,
with an organization in Nashville aligned with their professional interests. Many of these
professional affiliation opportunities grew out of networking, site visits, and contacts established
during fall semester, and include a wide range of schools, universities, and education
organizations around the city. 

“I'm doing an official PA at Lipscomb University. I'm doing qualitative
analyses of teachers' survey. This is new for me and I'm learning by doing
it. I attended writing workshop for teachers and learned how to encourage
kids to love writing. I'm also attending Eakin Elementary School, practicing
my reading literacy mentoring skills both at reading clinics as a volunteer
and also as non-official PA.” 

- Ilaha (Azerbaijan) 

“At my PA, I learned about how the Tennessee Higher Education
Commission (THEC) works, what kind of structure it has, and interactions
between THEC and universities.” 

- Alisher (Uzbekistan) 

“We were happy to be able to invite our Fellows to a range of internal and
external meetings through which they learned not only about our day-to-
day activities, but also about the greater structure of the education system
here in Tennessee and the U.S... but we were also lucky to learn from
them – about language proficiency tests they have taken, about language
policy and instruction in their countries and elsewhere in Africa, about their
strategies to teach effectively despite limited resources. It’s been a

rewarding experience and we hope to be able to host Humphrey Fellows as interns at TFLI in
the future.” 
 

- Karolina Prasad (PA host for Armel from Burkina Faso and Gabriel from Cape Verde) 

The Impact Plans

Over the course of the Fellowship, each Fellow designs a
detailed Impact Plan, a research-based strategy for
implementing change upon returning home. Impact Plans reflect
the diversity of the Fellows’ professional experiences and goals,
ranging from plans to Improve Literacy among Fourth Graders in
Azerbaijan, Increasing Children’s Museum Visitation in El
Salvador through Teacher Ambassadors, to Strengthening
Principal Leadership in India, and Improving English Language
Teaching and Learning among Members of the Air Force in
Burkina Faso, among others.  

"Over all the Humphrey Program has
equipped me with the tools and skills to
be the change. With the knowledge,
skills and the tools that I have learnt I am
sure that I will bring in a change that I
aspire for; for example, a better future
for those children who are not having the
opportunity. 

- Manabendra (India) 

The Backyard Traveller

Our Fellows have done some serious traveling this semester,
including sightseeing to Niagara Falls, Memphis, and Miami,
various conferences and trainign sessions, and IIE-supported
Enhancement Workshops at Humphrey host campuses around
the country. One thing we consistently hear from our Fellows
upon their return to Nashville after these trips: “It’s so good to be
home!”

“The Atlanta workshop was fantastic

for providing the opportunity to

discuss the Global development and

social justice issues with very

experienced people. Apart from this,

it was great to see many friends I

made throughout this program and

visit the Atlanta city and a short talk with President

Carter.”  

- Gabriel (Cape Verde)

“Dollywood was the best.Various rides
were wonderful like roller coaster and
train however best was the Dolly'
museum and film on her songs and
the Smoky Mountains. I love her story
of dreams and coat of many colors."

- Sabeen (Pakistan) 

Leaving our Marks 

This spring offered many opportunities for Humphrey Fellows
to give back to the Nashville community through volunteering
and exchange. Some of the highlights include a group
volunteer experience at the Room in the Inn food kitchen and
shelter, Global Education week at Eakin Elementary School,
Global Voices Literacy Conference at Lipscomb University,
and Water Station at Nashville Rock n' Roll Marathon. 

“We felt good for helping back
Nashville community while we are
here as a guest. We are thankful to
Nashville and its' people too.” 

- Mon Mon (Myanmar) 

A Tradition of Appreciation 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of our amazing
supporters who have done so much this semester to make
Nashville feel like home and make the fellowship an
immersive learning experience for the Fellows! Thank you for
yoru dedication!

Stay in touch!
Do you know that we have an interactive map with contact
information of all of our alumni? Check out the map if you are
looking for internship/research/project or any other
collaboration opportunities across the globe!

If you have any updates to share, please email Cynthia Feng
at zhu.feng@vanderbilt.edu. We look forward to your stories!
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