
Honors Program in the Psychological Sciences: 
Information that might be useful in  

Identifying a Mentor 
 
Often identifying an appropriate faculty mentor is the most difficult part of getting started in the 
honors program.  Although there are a number of resources available to help with this process, 
identifying and contacting potential mentors, and then garnering their agreement to serve as one's 
sponsor in the Honors Program is primarily the student's responsibility.  This handout is meant to 
provide some helpful information to make the process easier and more productive. 
 
In terms of general resources, talk with students currently participating in the program to get 
their perspectives on their projects and what various faculty are like to work with.  Also, don't be 
afraid to talk with Psych-related professors who know you about your desire to participate in the 
program and your research interests.  Even if the professor you talk to doesn't have appropriate 
interests for you, s/he can often point you in the direction of colleagues who better match your 
interests.  Talk to Leslie Kirby or myself and we will do our best to point you in the direction of 
potential matches. 
 
One very useful resource that is becoming increasing valuable is the Web.  In particular, a 
suggestion I would make to anyone who doesn't already have a sponsor lined up is to visit the 
Psychological Sciences Web Site and pages that describe faculty research interests.  All faculty 
with appointments in either Psychology or Psychology and Human Development are represented 
on these pages.  The link to the entry page for faculty interests is: 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/people/faculty 
 
This page lists each faculty member and provides a very succinct listing of his/her research 
interests.  If you click on a given faculty member's name you will be taken to more in-depth 
information on that person. 
 
In addition, I recently polled the faculty regarding their willingness to sponsor honors students 
this year, and on the next page I provide a listing of professors who actively responded that "yes" 
they would be interested in taking on at least one honors student.  Thus, if folk on this list have 
interests that match yours, they would be very good folk to contact.  However, if, after viewing 
the faculty interests pages and/or talking with other students and professors, the person you are 
interested in working with is not on this list, please don't rule that person out as a potential 
mentor until after you have talked with him or her.  Many faculty who may not be actively 
looking for an honors student would be very willing, sometimes even eager, to take one, with the 
right interests, who took the initiative to approach him or her. 
 
Happy hunting, and if I can be of help with this, please let me know.  If you would like an 
electronic version of this handout (with hot links) just e-mail one of us: m.saylor@vanderbilt.edu 
or leslie.kirby@vanderbilt.edu.  
 
(Faculty list begins on next page) 



Faculty who have actively indicated an interested in taking on an honors student 
 
Professor   Department  Interests  
 
Jo-Anne Bachorowski  Psychology  Research is primarily concerned with vocal expression of emotion, 
including emotion-related speech and laughter. 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/bachorowski  
 
Randolph Blake    Psychology/Ophthalmology      Human visual perception, with emphasis on binocular vision, 
motion perception and visual awareness, studied using psychophysics, brain imaging, brain stimulation and neural modeling. 
http://www.psy.vanderbilt.edu/faculty/blake/blake.html 
 
Vivien Casagrande   Psychology  We are interested in the organization and function of the visual 
system in primates.   
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/casagrande  
http://www.psy.vanderbilt.edu/faculty/Casagrande/CasagrandeLab/vivien.html  
 
David Cole   Psych & HD  Bullying, Peer Victimization, and Childhood Depression 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/cole 
 
Bruce Compas   Psych & HD  Self-regulation and coping with stress; including coping with 
depression and pediatric cancer 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/compas  
 
Judy Garber   Psych & HD  Development, treatment, and prevention of psychopathology, 
particularly depression and anxiety in children and adolescents; risk factors studied include family relationships, stress, negative cognitions, 
coping, and biology 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/garber  
 
Jon Kaas    Psychology  Kaas’ research involves comparative studied of brain organization 
in mammals, and plasticity and recovery in the brain after sensory loss. 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/people/bios/?who=131  
 
Leslie Kirby   Psychology  Emotions and Health, Stress and Coping, Emotion elicitation, 
Positive Emotions, Emotion & Personality 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/kirby  
 
Chase Lesane-Brown  Psych & HD  Race socialization; parent-child communication about childhood 
chronic disease; transition from pediatric to adult care for youth with chronic diseases 
http://www.vanderbiltchildrens.org/interior.php?mid=3858#a905 
 
Daniel Levin   Psych & HD  visual cognition, concepts and metacognition 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/levin and 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychhumdev/levin/labpage/VisualCognitionLab.html 
 
Alex Maier         Psychology        Combined Neurophysiology and fMRI, Conscious Perception, 
Visual Awareness and Attention 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/bio/alex-maier 
http://maierlab.com 
 
René Marois   Psychology  Behavioral and Neural Basis of Attention 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/marois 
http://www.psy.vanderbilt.edu/faculty/marois/LabHome.html 
 
Bruce McCandliss   Psych & HD  The Educational Cognitive Neuroscience Lab is large group 
ranging from honors students in psychology up to PhD researchers, all working collaboratively to explore how changes in elementary school 
children's cognitive skills (e.g. their mental skills of attention, language, and mathematical thoughts) relate to changes we can measure in their 
physical brain development, such as brainwaves (electrophysiology), brain activity (fMRI), and brain structure (DTI). 
http://kc.vanderbilt.edu/site/people/13626/mccandliss-bruce.aspx   
http://www.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/psychology_and_human_development/research/research_labs/educational_cognitive_neuroscience_lab.xml 
 
Amy Needham   Psych & HD  Cognitive, Motor, and Perceptual Development in Infancy 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/needham 
http://peabody.vanderbilt.edu/psychology_and_human_development/research/research_labs/infant_learning_lab.xml 
 
Laura Novick   Psych & HD  Novick’s research is focused on examining the strategies, 
processes, and representations that college students use to reason and solve problems. In her main line of research, she is investigating factors that 
affect college students' understanding of and ability to reason from cladograms, a type of hierarchical tree diagram used in biology to depict 
evolutionary relationships among taxa (i.e., the Tree of Life). 
 www.vanderbilt.edu/peabody/novick/evol_diagrams.html 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/novick  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Bunmi Olatunji   Psychology   Olatunji's primary research interest lies in cognitive behavioral 
theory, assessment, and therapy for anxiety disorders. He is particularly interested in the role of basic emotions other than fear in the etiology of 
anxiety pathology. His current research employs basic descriptive and experimental psychopathology methodology to examine the relationship 
between the experience of disgust and specific anxiety disorder symptoms. 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/bio/bunmi-olatunji 
http://www.psy.vanderbilt.edu/faculty/olatunoo/ 
 
Thomas Palmeri   Psychology  We use behavioral experiments, cognitive neuroscience data, and 
computational modeling to understand the mechanisms underlying perceptual recognition, memory, categorization, and decision making. 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/palmeri  
http://catlab.psy.vanderbilt.edu/ 
 
Sohee Park   Psychology  We study cognitive and social functioning in psychotic disorders 
such as schizophrenia and bipolar disorder with behavioral, functional neuroimaging and psychophysiological tools. We are also interested in 
enhanced creativity and imagery in healthy people who may share latent liability for schizophrenia. 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/park  
http://think.parklab.net/ 
 
Sean Polyn   Psychology  Polyn’s lab is interested in the cognitive and neural dynamics of 
the human memory system, and how we use this system to search through our memories of recently learned material.  He uses a multi-tiered 
approach to the study of human memory, combining neurorecording techniques (fMRI and EEG), with behavioral investigations and 
computational modeling.  
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/bio/sean-polyn 
http://memory.psy.vanderbilt.edu  
  
Kristopher J. Preacher              Psych & HD  Preacher’s research concerns the use of structural equation 
modeling and multilevel modeling to analyze longitudinal and correlational data. Other interests include developing techniques to test mediation 
and moderation hypotheses, bridging the gap between theory and practice, and studying model evaluation and model selection in the application  
of multivariate methods to social science questions. 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/bio/kristopher-preacher 
http://quantpsy.org 
 
Bethany Rittle-Johnson  Psych & HD  children’s learning of key concepts and problem solving strategies 
in academic domains such as mathematics; the application of learning research to educational interventions 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/rittle_johnson  
http://peabody.vanderbilt.edu/Psychology_and_Human_Development/Research_Resources/Childrens_Learning_Lab.xml  
 
Anna Roe             Psychology         Roe studies the neuronal circuitry underlying visual and tactile 
perception in nonhuman primates. She uses high spatial resolution optical imaging and fMRI methods in combination with electrophysiological 
and anatomical methods to map networks of fundamental cortical modules in the brain. By understanding how different networks of modules are 
activated by simple vs complex sensory stimuli and how attention modulates these patterns of activation, she aims to unravel modular circuitry 
underlying sensory behaviors. 
http://www.psy.vanderbilt.edu/faculty/roeaw/index.html  
 
Megan Saylor   Psych & HD  Saylor’s research focuses on the development of theory of Mind in 
the context of word learning and early conversational competence. 
 http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/saylor 
 
Craig Smith   Psych & HD  I am interested in emotion, stress, coping, and adaptation, broadly 
defined.  Currently I am particularly interested in the cognitive processes underlying the elicitation of emotion, the differentiation of emotional 
experience, and the motivational functions served by emotion.  I am particularly interested in these topics with regard to positive emotions. 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/csmith  
 
Georgene Troseth   Psych & HD  Troseth’s research focuses on young children's symbolic 
development, specifically on infants' and toddlers' learning from video and other media. 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/troseth  
http://peabody.vanderbilt.edu/VEDL.xml 
 
Tedra Walden   Psych & HD  Dr. Walden is interested in the social-emotional development of 
young children. Her current work focuses mainly on emotional factors that are associated with speech disfluencies and language development. 
There are opportunities to focus your Honors project on any aspect of this work: speech disfluencies, language skills, or emotional development 
of preschool children.  
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/walden  
 
Lynn Walker   Pediatrics/Psy & HD  Pediatric psychology, with a particular focus on biopsychosocial 
processes in the development of chronic pain (pain appraisal and coping, parent-child interaction, autonomic reactivity to stress). 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/walker  
http://www.walkerlab.org 
 
Geoff Woodman   Psychology  Attention, Memory, Neurophysiology of selective processing 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/psychological_sciences/woodman 
http://www.psy.vanderbilt.edu/faculty/woodman/Lab.html 


